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bassy, and that the title of count should be
bestowed upon Stael. Gustavus III. promised
the perpetuity of the embassy, but withheld
the rank of count Necker consented. As for
Germaine she ought to have felt greatly hon-
ored to have been the object of so pretty a
diplomatic transaction. She was treated like a
princess; that is to say, her opinion was never
asked. And so she became la haronne de
SVfctf/onthe I4th of January, 1786. "All the
world," wrote Catherine the Great, who took
notice of everything that was going on, " de-
clares that the daughter of M. Necker is
making a very bad match, and that they are
not marrying her well."

Everything had heretofore cofiiribtited to
develop Germaine's ideal of love in marriage;
but her marriage, which united so many con-
ventionalities, excluded that entirely. This
was the origin of the storms and catastrophes
of her life.

"It is from marriage," says Delphine, "that all a
woman's affections should be derived; and if the
marriage is unhappy, what a confusion will follow in
ideas, in duties, and even in characteristics ! These
characteristics should have made you more worthy of
the object of your choice; but they may deprave the
heart that is denied all those joys, for who can then
be certain of her conduct? You, Madame, because
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